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This year the committee took up a few topics not on the list of specific objectives 
provided in the initial committee appointment.  We also addressed the CAFNR 
International Agriculture Minor, which was Objective #6 of the charges.   
 
It should be noted that the name of the committee has been changed to 
"International Education Committee" to more accurately reflect the scope of our 
considerations and to distinguish it from the former "CAFNR International 
Research and Exchanges Committee", which is now the International Programs 
Committee. 
 
 
Study Abroad Mission Statement 

A mission statement was perceived to be necessary in order to provide a firm 
basis from which the Study Abroad Director can establish protocols and 
guidelines for implementation of various aspects of the program.  The Mission 
Statement was approved by the Committee and appears below: 
 

 
CAFNR Study Abroad Mission 

 
CAFNR Study Abroad seeks to facilitate the development of CAFNR students into 
culturally competent global leaders of the future.  In order to accomplish this, 
CAFNR: 
 

 develops and maintains programs that are academically stimulating, 
culturally challenging, geographically diverse, and professionally relevant, 

 encourages students and faculty members to consider study abroad 
experiences as an integral component of a well-balanced undergraduate 
education, 

 challenges study abroad participants to expand their worldviews, attitudes 
toward cultural differences, and cross-cultural skill sets. 

 

 
 
China swine study abroad program. 
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This program was developed by Tim Safranski and approved by the Committee.  
Safranski visited China over the winter break to ground truth the venues for the 
program.   The program ran successfully over spring break with 13 students.  
The students reviewed the program very favorably. 
 
 
Committee Charge #6.  Review International Agriculture Minor composition 
and requirements 
 
The committee considered the International Agriculture Minor, which had been 
presented differently online and in the printed catalog.  In advance of the new 
online catalog presence, the Committee rewrote the description of the minor and 
listing of courses approved for satisfaction of requirements for the minor.  We 
also changed the name of the minor to be more inclusive of all activities 
represented within CAFNR.  Additional courses were approved.  The new text 
was approved by the Committee and appears below: 
 
 

 

International Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Minor 
 

The world is becoming increasingly complex and integrated in nearly every category of 

human endeavor.  An understanding of how global markets, natural resources, food 

production, and international trade and cooperation are affected by societies, languages, 

cultures, and governments is an essential component of a well-rounded 21st century 

education in AFNR.  To facilitate these studies, the multidisciplinary International AFNR 

Minor offers academic recognition for achieving a level of expertise in coursework of 

international focus. 

 

A student who wishes to pursue an International AFNR Minor should visit with the 

advisor for this minor, Dr. Laura McCann, early in his/her college career. 

 

 

Coursework 

 

Fifteen credit hours are required for the International AFNR Minor.  At least 9 of the 15 

hours must be approved CAFNR courses at the 3000 or 4000 level.  There is flexibility in 

choice of the other 6 hours.  These can be (1) approved CAFNR elective courses, 

including study abroad, (2) other MU courses of international focus, including foreign 

language, if approved by the student's academic advisor and the International AFNR 

Minor advisor, (3) independent research with a faculty member if approved by the 

student's academic advisor and the International AFNR Minor advisor. 

Although the focus of this minor is not to add foreign language skills, students are 

strongly encouraged to invest in language to make themselves more competent in the 
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international arena, to gain a competitive advantage for employment, and to advance their 

careers overall. 

 

 

Approved International AFNR Minor 3-4000 level courses 

 

AgEcon 3150: International Agribusiness (3) 

AgEcon 3230: Agricultural and Rural Economic Policy (3)  

AgEcon 3271: International Agricultural Development (3) 

AgEcon 3272: International Food Trade and Policy (3) 

AtmSci 3600: Climates of the World (3) 

EnvSci 3290: Soils and the Environment (3) (same as Soil Science 3290) 

F&Wdf 3090: International Studies in Conservation (4) 

FoodSci 3190: Study Abroad: Int’l Meat, Dairy and Enology (3) 

Forestry 4385:  Agroforestry (3) 

Hsp Mgmt 4343: International Hotel Management (3) 

RuSoc 3235: Global Perspectives and Reality (3) 

RuSoc 4310: Sociology of Agriculture and Natural Resources (3) 

RuSoc 4335: Social Change and Trends (3) 

SoilSci 3290: Soils and the Environment (3) (same as Env Sc 3290) 

SoilSci 4320: Genesis of Soil Landscapes (3) 

 

International AFNR Minor lower level electives 

 

AFNR 2150: Agricultural Travel Course (1-3) 

AFNR 2190: International AFNR (1-6) 

AFNR 2191: International AFNR - Humanities (1-6) 

AFNR 2192: International AFNR - Social Sciences (1-6) 

AgEcon 1011: Survey of Global Agribusiness (1) 

AnSci 2110: Global Animal Agriculture (2) 

FoodSci 2195: Grapes and Wines of the World (3) 

P R TR 2082: Domestic and International Sports Environment (1) 

RuSoc 1120: Population and Ecology (3) 

 

 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2013-14: 

1. Establish rationale and guidelines for consistent usage of study abroad course 
numbers 

2.  Refine guidelines and criteria for development of new CAFNR study abroad 
programs 

3. Develop a student recruitment strategy for CAFNR study abroad programs 
 


