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This year the International Education Committee met on February 23 and 
addressed charges #5 and 8.  We handled most other committee assignments 
effectively by email and evaluated several specific study abroad proposals as 
they were brought to our attention throughout the year.  Most of the other 
Committee charges have been thoroughly addressed in the past few years.  
Below are this year's charges and in parentheses following each charge is 
indication of when it was addressed or how it is being addressed.  
   
1. Evaluate current study abroad programs and recommend continuance or 

elimination (2011-12) 
2. Identify geographical and academic areas for strategic growth of the existing 

CAFNR portfolio of study abroad programs (informally every year) 
3. Establish criteria for awarding course credit (set by MU and International Center) 
4. Establish criteria for additional study abroad program development (2012-13) 
5. Develop a student recruitment strategy for CAFNR study abroad programs. 
6. Review International Agriculture Minor composition and requirements (2012-13) 
7. Collaborate with MU International Center (ongoing) 
8. Develop guidelines for establishment of new international MOUs. 

 
1.  Committee charge #5 
 
Develop a student recruitment strategy for CAFNR study abroad programs. 

 CAFNR study abroad participation is dominated by female students.  This 
is a universal phenomenon and we see little that can be done locally to 
change it.   

 A new approach to reach out to students was employed this year whereby 
following a classroom presentations about Study Abroad, Matt set up a 
table outside the classroom and was available to students as they left class.  
This was carried out in different buildings in lieu of putting on a fall 
semester Study Abroad fair in the lobby of ABNR. 

 
2.  Committee charge #8 
 
Guidelines for Establishing New International MOUs.  Several MOUs have 
become established without notification of everyone that would be involved or 
impacted.  It is important to know about these prior to establishment because of 
their effect on the overall study abroad program and commitments.  Guidelines 



for the establishment of future MOUs affecting study abroad or student 
exchanges are needed.  As such, the IEC suggested the following guidelines:  
 

Guidelines for Establishing New International MOUs 
 

Before new MOUs are established that involve student exchanges that include 
CAFNR, the CAFNR International Education Committee or Academic Programs 
Office must be consulted and allowed to provide comment.  This would include 
if in the MOU: 
 

1. any kind of exchange/mobility of CAFNR undergraduate students that is 
to be administered by CAFNR is described.  

2. the Associate Dean for Academic Programs is named. 
3. the Director of Study Abroad is named. 

 

 
3.  Brussels study abroad program.  The Committee considered the proposed 
move of Willi Meyers' "EU Policies and Institutions” Brussels program from the 

Journalism School back to CAFNR and from winter break to spring break.  Major 
concerns were the short length of time (6 days) in Brussels and that after five 
iterations, the program has not attracted the minimum number of students in 
either college.  The following is the summary paragraph of Committee comments 
sent to Matt Pourney: 
 

"So, overall there is consensus that the program is worthwhile and that it should be 

pursued in CAFNR, but would benefit by a substantially longer stay in Brussels and/or 

other European locations to justify the expense and to provide deeper cultural immersion.  

However, given its history, it is unlikely that this program will attract at least 10 

undergraduate students to become viable." 

 
 
4.  Indonesia study abroad proposal.   Shibu Jose and Gregory Mori of the 
Center for Agroforestry have proposed a winter break program that focuses on 
conservation.  All responding Committee members were supportive of the 
program stating that it appears to be worthwhile for students interested in the 
subject matter and it seems to be well-organized.  Thus, our recommendation 
was that Drs. Jose and Mori continue to develop this program.  Beyond that, the 
following concerns were expressed and sent to Matt Pourney: 
 

"(1)  This program is proposed to be offered during winter break, which is concurrent 

with the existing conservation and biodiversity study abroad program to Thailand.  So, 

offering two concurrent conservation programs to SE Asia seems ill-advised if they're 

both drawing from the same pool of students.  We suggest that it might be better to 

position the Indonesia program in summer to not compete with the existing, successful 



Thailand winter break program. 

 

(2)  The number of credit hours was presented to be 4; however, the program is running 

in country for the same length of time as that for New Zealand and Thailand, both of 

which are listed at 3 hours.  The committee recommends taking the Indonesia program to 

3 hours for consistency among CAFNR study abroad options." 

 
 
5.  Copenhagen study abroad preproposal.  Sonja Wilhelm-Stanis submitted a 
preproposal for a "Global Parks and Health" program to Copenhagen.  This 3-
week summer program preproposal was evaluated by the International 
Education Committee which found the program to be well organized and 
recommended further development into a full proposal.  The Committee also 
supported that Matt fund Sonja for an exploratory site visit. 
 
 

 
 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2015-16: 

The International Education Committee has dealt with all committee charges 
over the past four years.  Thus, nothing on the list of charges remains to be 
addressed.  For the next year we offer no specific suggestions for charges; 
however, we are prepared to take up any issues throughout the year as they 
arise.  
 


