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This year the International Education Committee met on October 15 and 
discussed several items that were new or carried over from the previous year.  
Additional conversations were conducted electronically.  Because all continuing 
formal Committee charges have been thoroughly addressed in the past five 
years, we focused only on new issues that required immediate attention.  As a 
result, overall IEC activity was less than usual this year.  
 
Carry-over from 2014-15 
 
Copenhagen study abroad proposal.  Sonja Wilhelm-Stanis (PRT) submitted a 
preproposal for a "Global Parks and Health" program to Copenhagen in the 
previous academic year.  A preproposal for the 3-week summer program was 
funded for a site visit and development into a full proposal.   
 In the 15 October 2016 meeting of the IEC, there was strong consensus that 
we should move ahead with the PRT Copenhagen program, although a few 
suggestions were offered for improvement of the program syllabus. 
 
New issues for 2015-16 
 
International Empowerment Scholarships.  This recently initiated scholarship 
opportunity for CAFNR students with high financial need disallowed freshmen 
from eligibility to apply in the fall application window because they have no 
cumulative MU GPA and haven't been on campus for a full semester as CAFNR 
students.  Thus after discussion, it was agreed to have an extended deadline for 
fall applications until sometime after fall grades are posted so there would be a 
metric to gauge freshmen academic performance.  Thus, freshmen will be able to 
apply in the fall semester for an International Empowerment Scholarship that 
would enable them to participate in a study abroad option during the following 
summer. 
 
LaSalle-Beauvais.  This is a new semester exchange program in "Water and 
Environmental Management" to be taught in English that would target SEAS 
students.  Keith Goyne had been working with LaSalle-Beauvais to initiate this 
program. 
 



 The IEC was canvased by email in February 2016; the concept received 
glowing comments by the responding committee members and unanimous 
support to move forward with this program.  
 
China ASM preproposal.  Currently, ASM alternates among Germany, Brazil, 
and the UK.  They are proposing to add China as fourth destination.  This 
preproposal was evaluated by the IEC in April 2016 and received a little 
pushback in that it was found to be deficient in several areas.  Below are itemized 
some of the concerns: 
 

-Need clarification on proposed program dates (Thanksgiving vs. SPBR) 

-Change course number to 2191 if it carries HUM designation 

-Need further evidence of academic content related to humanities in order to justify 

HUM designation—lacking in current outline 

-Concern about duration of program extending beyond the break and forcing students to 

miss on-campus class time 

-Concern about level of intellectual investment 

-Topics for assignments need to be re-evaluated to elicit more thoughtful, reflective, 

and/or researched responses 

-Consider amending nature and/or length of assignments 

 
Argentina Ag Economics preproposal.  This preproposal was submitted by Ray 
Massey and was evaluated by the IEC in April 2016.  The preproposal received 
very favorable comments and recommendation to move forward. The few 
suggestions included a consideration of prerequisites and the target market.  The 
IEC recommended funding an exploratory site visit and preparation of the full 
proposal. 
 In July 2016, Ray Massey reported on his successful exploratory site visit 
and submitted the fully developed proposal for IEC consideration.  Committee 
members were unanimously in favor of the program.  They offered three 
suggestions for improvement: 
 

1) There is a need for more assignments to enable effective evaluation of student 

learning. 

2) Encourage/require journaling. 

3) More pre-departure preparation would be beneficial.   
 

 Bryan Garton asked me to respond to Ray Massey directly since Shanon 
Dickerson had just begun her job as the new Study Abroad Director.  I invited 
Ray to incorporate the IEC suggestions for improvement into his documents and 
send the program documents to Shanon when they were ready.  On August 9, 
Ray submitted the modified documents to Shanon for submission to the 
International Center.  Ray wants to run the program during the upcoming 2016-
17 winter break. 



 
 
 

 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2015-16: 

The International Education Committee has dealt with all continuing committee 
charges in the past five years.  Thus, nothing on the list of charges remains to be 
addressed.  For the next year we offer no specific suggestions for charges other 
than to address any issues throughout the year as they arise and to provide 
support as needed for Shanon Dickerson as our new Study Abroad Director.  
 


