
International Education Committee 
Final Report (2016-2017) 

submitted by Robert W. Sites,  Chair 
 

 
The International Education Committee (IEC) met on September 9 and April 3.  
We discussed several items that were new or carried over from the previous 
year.  Additional conversations were conducted electronically.  Because all 
continuing formal Committee charges have been thoroughly addressed in the 
past six years, we focused only on new issues that required immediate attention 
and to provide prompt attention to any needs expressed by Shanon Dickerson as 
she began to understand the deeper aspects of her position.  
 
 
Number of Faculty Program Leaders.  During the September meeting, there was 
general discussion regarding the appropriate number of faculty members that 
should accompany students on any given program.  We discussed the concept 
from the default position of program costs covering one faculty leader for groups 
of up to 20 students in developed countries.  For programs in developing 
countries, program costs can include two faculty leaders for programs with as 
few as 10 students.  There was general consensus that these guidelines are 
reasonable, although flexibility should be retained to account for unforeseen 
circumstances.  Using a graduate student in place of a second faculty leader is 
inadvisable for various reasons, including liability and lack of accountability.  
Substitute faculty leaders should be identified and prepared to lead the program 
if the primary faculty leader is unable to lead the program for any reason (e.g., 
medical or family emergency). 
 
Winter Break Options for Freshmen.  Discussion concerned whether or not we 
should allow incoming freshmen the opportunity to study abroad in their first 
winter break or following spring break.  This was generally considered to be a 
bad idea since the students do not yet have an established presence at MU when 
they would have to be accepted in the program and no criteria are available by 
which to gauge their acceptability or maturity.  Further, students at this point in 
time are sometimes not yet 18 years of age and thus are minors.  However, some 
dissent was voiced arguing that especially mature students can and have 
performed well on overseas programs even at that young age.  That opinion was 
in the minority and we are pursuing the policy of not allowing students to study 
abroad until they have an MU GPA at the time of application.  Thus, the soonest 
they would be able to participate in study abroad would be a summer program 
following their freshman year.  
 
International Minor Course Addition.  The IEC approved the addition of 
Destination Management 4320, a Food Science/Hospitality Management course 
as an option for the International AFNR Minor. 
 



ADA Questioning.  Because of behavioral difficulties experienced this year with 
two students on the Thailand program, I challenged the legitimacy of the ban on 
asking screening questions that assess if a student is likely to be a safety/health 
hazard to themselves or others on the program.  Unfortunately, ADA is 
concerned with fairness to the point at which it compromises safety by 
precluding us from asking illuminating questions until after students are 
accepted into the program.  As such, we will abide by these requirements and 
conform by making several changes in our approach, as agreed to by campus 
ADA officials: 
 

1.  The website will be changed to state that “this program is physically and 
mentally rigorous.” 

2.  During the interview process, we will ask questions that help students 
consider the possible stressors of the program so that they can determine 
whether or not they wish to participate. 

3.    When classes begin, we will remind students of the rigorous nature of the 
program and ask students to notify us of any accommodations they may 
need. 

 
We are hopeful that these few changes will minimize the likelihood that troubled 
students will enroll.  
 
 
 
SPECIFIC PROGRAMS 
 
Argentina and France.  We added two study abroad programs this year. The 
Argentina winter break program in Buenos Aires is focused on crop production, 
logistics, processing, policy, and commodity trading.  In addition, it is sponsored 
by the Missouri Corn Merchandising Council and the Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council.  These industry partners provided $10,000 in 
scholarship funding.  The LaSalle spring semester program in Beauvais, France 
will begin in spring 2018.   Similar to the PURPAN program, LaSalle students 
will study at MU during the fall semester and MU students will study at LaSalle 
during the spring semester.  The focus of this study abroad program is Water and 
Environmental Management. 
 
Australia.  The Australia program ran in two consecutive years because we do 
not currently have an Africa program.  A pre-proposal for a new Africa program 
has been rumored to be forthcoming from Matt Gompper and Mitch Weegman.  
From this point forward, Australia will be offered in summers of odd numbered 
years. 
 
Belize.  The IEC received a late proposal for a 3-week summer program in Belize 
from Mike Gold and Greg Mori. The proposal was received by the committee 
early this summer, thus it was sent out to committee members by email.  Because 
of the timing, it did not receive much comment; however, those comments that 
were received were quite favorable.  The focus of this study abroad program is 
Nature, Culture and Agriculture.  



 
China ASM 2016 preproposal.  We received a preproposal last year for a China 
venue in the ASM rotation that includes Brazil, UK, and Germany.  There has not 
been any further development of this programmatic option.  Next year ASM will 
run spring break programs to Brazil and UK.   
 
Indonesia and Bulgaria.  The Indonesia winter break and Bulgaria summer 
programs were discontinued because of insufficient student interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2017-18: 
The International Education Committee has dealt with all continuing committee 
charges in the past six years.  Of the continuing charges, evaluation of current 
study abroad programs and recommend continuance or elimination is the most 
distantly addressed (2011–12).  We offer no specific suggestions for charges for 
next year other than to continue to address issues throughout the year as they 
arise and to provide prompt support as needed for Shanon Dickerson.  
 
 


