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The International Education Committee (IEC) met on September 18 and April 22.  
We discussed several items that were new or carried over from the previous 
year.  Additional conversations were conducted electronically.  Because most 
continuing formal Committee charges have been thoroughly addressed in recent 
years, we focused only on charges #1, 3, and 4, as well as new issues that 
required immediate attention and we provided prompt response to any needs 
expressed by Shanon Dickerson.  Further, charges #2 and 5 are more or less 
addressed continuously as we consider other various questions and ideas. 
 
Charges 1 and 3 overlap in scope and were addressed simultaneously. 
 
 
1. Enhance the quality and expand the scope of international education 
opportunities for CAFNR students.  
3. Identify geographical and academic areas for strategic growth of CAFNR’s 
portfolio of study abroad programs. 
 
 
This year, several programs were either added to or terminated from our 
CAFNR study abroad offerings or are under consideration.  Provided below is an 
annotated list of these programs. 
 
ADDED 
 
Austria.  New programs at Salzburg College for Study and Sports Abroad 
Program (Spring-Summer) and Internship Program (Summer) were offered for 
the first time this year.  Our first student enrolled in the summer Internship 
program and worked at a falconry facility. 
 
Belize.  The site visit report was submitted for the Belize program and the 
program was added to the CAFNR list of offerings.  This program is focused on 
Belizean culture and ecosystem protection and management.  During spring 
break 2019, this program ran for the first time with 10 students and faculty 
leaders Michael Byrne and Alba Algerich.  
 
Holland.  The site visit report was submitted for the Holland program and the 
program was added to the CAFNR list of offerings.  This program focuses on 
floral design and is led by Lesleighan Cravens.  This spring break option links 
with the Boerma Instituut International Floral Design School.  The Holland 
program ran for the first time during spring break 2019 with 18 students. 
 



Ireland.  The proposal for this program was approved by the IEC this year.  The 
program focuses on grazing animals and will be led by Allison Meyer.  We 
anticipate the first offering of this program to be in summer 2020. 
 
Spain.  Our two options in Barcelona were offered for the first time this year.  We 
have a Semester Program in Tourism, Hospitality & Gastronomy and a Summer 
Program in Sports Management.  We did not have any students enroll in the 
semester program, but we did have 4 students in the summer sports 
management program. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION 
  
Southern Africa.  This program proposal is being developed by Mitch Weegman 
and Matt Gompper and has been under discussion for several years.  A site visit 
was conducted in December 2018.  The site visit report and program itinerary 
have been requested, which are necessary before the IEC can pass judgement on 
this program.  The proposers wanted this program to begin in winter break 
2019/20; however, the delay in providing the report has rendered this timing 
unrealistic because of the time needed for approval by both the IEC and 
International Center, and for marketing and student recruitment.  Thus, it's first 
offering would likely be 2020/21 if approved.  Because South Africa has been 
ranked as the most unsafe travel destination for women in an Asher & Lyric 
study, the IEC should re-evaluate the acceptability of South Africa as a CAFNR 
study abroad destination. 
 
 
TERMINATED 
  
Brazil and United Kingdom.  These were ASM spring break options; however, 
because of insufficient student interest, they have been discontinued.  The ASM 
students were surveyed for their preferred study abroad destinations; Australia, 
Ireland, and Scotland were their top choices.  We already have an Australia 
program in CAFNR, so Leon Schumacher is working on combining 
Ireland/Scotland as a replacement destination for the discontinued Brazil and 
UK.  If this becomes implemented, Ireland/Scotland would alternate with 
Germany as an annual ASM study abroad program.  
 
Canada. David Vaught is retiring; thus, the summer 2019 program was the last 
time the Canada tourism program will be offered. 
 
Czech Republic. This long-standing summer program has been terminated 
because of a lack of student interest and a conflict with the timetable of Ohio 
State University, with whom we were partnering for this offering. 
 
 
 



4. Review policies and procedures for establishing study abroad programs and the 
criteria for awarding course credit. 
 
In recent years, a number of faculty members interested in proposing study 
abroad programs were largely unaware of what would be expected of them and 
the criteria by which their proposals would be expected to adhere and upon 
which they would be evaluated.  Further, they generally had unrealistic 
expectations in the timeline for approval and for the first run of the program.  As 
such, a packet of information and guidelines were prepared by Shanon 
Dickerson to be made available to faculty interested in study abroad.  The 
guidelines were evaluated and approved by the IEC.  The documents in this 
packet are the (1) CAFNR Study Abroad Faculty Leader Contract (this document 
is a new requirement from the International Center), (2) Guidelines for 
Evaluation of a CAFNR Study Abroad Program (previously developed), and (3) 
Timeline for Establishment of a CAFNR Study Abroad Program.  These three 
documents are provided on the following pages. 
 
 
 
 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2019-20: 
The International Education Committee has dealt with all continuing committee 
charges in recent years.  We see no pressing issues for next year other than to 
suggest whatever steps possible to minimize the anticipated cost increases with 
the implementation of the University's new budget model.  We will continue to 
address issues throughout the year as they arise, and to provide prompt support 
as needed for Shanon Dickerson. 
  



 



 
 

 
 

Guidelines for Evaluation of a CAFNR Study Abroad Program 
 
The following guidelines are provided to assist the CAFNR Director of Study Abroad, CAFNR faculty 
members, CAFNR Department Chairs, CAFNR’s Office of Academic Programs, and the CAFNR 
International Education Committee in assessing existing CAFNR study abroad programs. Faculty program 
leaders are encouraged to continually assess their own programs against these criteria in order to help 
ensure the continued viability of their study abroad programs. 
 

x Program academic content should have a clear and direct tie to a CAFNR discipline (or 
disciplines). 
 

x Academic content, assessment methods, instructional contact hours, etc. should be monitored 
to ensure that all MU academic policies and standards are maintained. 

 
x Destination should serve as an extension of the classroom and provide opportunities unique to 

the location that allow for the academic, personal, cultural, and/or professional growth of 
students. 

o i.e., Do the opportunities provided to students justify the program location or could the 
same benefits be provided by a standard on-campus course? 

 
x Program should maintain approval and support of the respective faculty member’s Division 

Director. 
 

x In order to ensure the continued viability of a program, a minimum of 10 students should be 
expected to participate.   

 
x Regardless of total number of participants, 70-75% of participation should be CAFNR students.  

 
x Program should consistently generate adequate funds to cover all program-related expenses.  

 
x Likelihood of program sustainability should be high.  This could be influenced by any number of 

factors, including, but not limited to: faculty member status, number of faculty participants, size 
of target market, program costs, plans for future iterations of the program, etc. 

 
 
 



 



 


