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The International Education Committee (IEC) met on October 23.  We discussed 
several items that were new or carried over from the previous year.  Because 
most continuing formal Committee charges have been thoroughly addressed in 
recent years or are ongoing, we focused only on a Study Abroad interest survey 
and the Ireland/Scotland program revision.  Since the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck early in the spring semester of 2020, further meetings of the committee 
were not pursued. 
 
 
Study Abroad Interest Survey. The 2018 and 2019 CAFNR Summer Welcome 
students were surveyed for their interest in participating in our study abroad 
options.  Of the 648 students surveyed, only 130 responded, but 93% of them 
expressed interest in participating in the program. 
 
The students were presented with a list of countries in which to study abroad, 
irrespective of the disciplinary focus of the program.  The top two countries were 
Australia and New Zealand, followed by nine European countries.  The countries 
receiving the least student interest (<25 students) were China, Romania/ 
Moldova, Swaziland, Nepal, India, and Ukraine.   
 
The next question asked if the students had already begun planning for their 
study abroad experience.  Only 54 students responded to this question; 37% of 
the respondents indicated that they had added it to their grad plan and 26% met 
with their adviser about it. 
 
Twenty-four students responded that they are not interested in Study Abroad.  
Their reasons were varied and equitably spread across the following: academic 
conflict, time conflict, cost, work conflict, and personal conflict, and one student 
indicated they are simply not interested in traveling.  None of the five students 
indicating cost as a factor had previously spoken with the CAFNR Director of 
Study Abroad or with Financial Aid about loans and scholarship opportunities. 
 
 
Ireland/Scotland. The ASM program has changed some of its destinations.  
Previously, the program ran twice per year, rotating the program offering among 
England, Germany, and Brazil.  Because students expressed that they were no 
longer interested in England and Brazil, the program has been changed to a two-



year rotation of Germany (odd years) and Ireland/Scotland (even years) and is 
led by Leon Schumacher.  
 
 
Program cancellations. The 2020 spring break and summer study abroad 
programs were canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Several spring 
semester students petitioned to remain in-country to complete their programs in 
person, but all petitions were eventually denied and students completed their 
programs virtually.  These were handled on a case-by-case basis, although this 
was not brought to the International Education Committee. 
 
 
Recommended topics for committee charge in 2020-21. The International 
Education Committee has dealt with all continuing committee charges in recent 
years.  We see no pressing issues for next year other than to provide guidance 
and counsel as post-pandemic travel opens.  We will continue to address issues 
throughout the year as they arise, and to provide prompt support as needed for 
Shanon Dickerson. 
 


